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Safe Community Cairns Community No.152 

 
Vision: 

'That Cairns will be locally, nationally and internationally recognised as a city that is both safe 
and perceived to be safe. It will be noted for its innovative, effective, collaborative, and 

sustainable approach to safety issues.’ 
 
Country:       Australia 
Number of inhabitants:     150,465 
Program started year:       2003 
International Safe Communities Network Membership: Designation Year 2009 
Full application available: 
http://www.cairns.qld.gov.au/cairns/services/community_services/SafeCommunities.htm       
 
For further information contact: 
Name:  Pam Maher 
Institution: Cairns Regional Council 
Address: PO Box 359, Cairns Qld.  4870 
Country: Australia 
Phone:  +61 7 4044 3503  Facsimile: +61 7 4044 3830 
Email:  p.maher@cairns.qld.gov.au  
Website: www.cairns.gov.au  
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The Cairns Safe Communities Program is managed and funded by Cairns Regional Council, 
and sits within its Sport, Recreation and Community Development branch.  The Safe 
Communities Program direction is monitored and guided by a Co-ordination Team, comprising 
of representation from a wide cross-section of Government, non-Government / community, and 
business organisations in Cairns.  These are as follows: 
 

·  Community Renewal, Housing Queensland (Queensland State Government) 
·  Queensland Transport (Queensland State Government) 
·  Queensland Police Service, Cairns District (Queensland State Government) 
·  The Dr Edward Koch Foundation 
·  WuChopperen Health Service - Healthy, Happy Families 
·  Delfin Lend Lease 
·  Tropical Population Health Unit, Queensland Health, Community & Rural Health, 

Cairns & Hinterland District (Queensland State Government) 
·  Communities for Children, Mission Australia  
·  Queensland. Police Service, Far Northern Region  (Queensland State 

Government) 
·  Cairns Regional Domestic Violence Service 
·  Department of Emergency Services, Queensland Fire & Rescue Service 
·  Department of Communities 
·  Tourism Tropical North Queensland 
·  Cairns Regional Council – Community Development 
·  Cairns Regional Council – Intracouncil Advisory Team 

 
The Co-ordination Team has been meeting on a regular basis since 2005, with meetings held 
(usually) on a monthly basis.  
 
To ensure Cairns Safe Communities has an infrastructure based on partnership and 
collaborations, the Co-ordination Team conducted a Partnership Analysis in February 2007.  
This found that “A partnership based on genuine collaboration has been established.  The 
challenge is to maintain its impetus and build on the current success.”  
 
Safety Issue Teams (SITs) have been established, involving a diverse range of stakeholders 
from throughout the community.  The SIT’s roles are to ascertain the real situation of identified 
priority safety issues through research, data and statistics, knowledge of existing initiatives that 
address the issue, and co-ordinate appropriate responses by sharing resources.  As the Safety 
Issue Teams have evolved, much of the Safety business is dealt with on that level, resulting in 
the Co-ordination Team’s need to meet on a less regular basis. 
 
Each Safety Issue Team has a convenor, who also is a member of the Co-ordination Team. 
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Cairns Safe Communities – Safety Issue Teams and other safety initiatives 
 
Crime Prevention Safety Issue Team collaborates to provide the following programs and 
services for 
All ages and environments: 

·  Violence No Way Program 
·  Crime Stoppers       
·  Victims of Violence Referral Card 
·  Neighbourhood Watch 
·  Crime Prevention Week 
·  CitySafe 
·  Project 10 – brochure/poster listing available resources for victims of all crime 
·  Personal Safety Brochures      

 
Children 0 – 17 years 

·  Mooroobool School Holiday Program 
·  Choices 1 West Cairns Youth and Community Combined Action 
·  Healthy Relationships Program (also targets Indigenous children) 
·  Adopt-a-Cop 

 
Young People 18 – 25 years 

·  One Punch Can Kill 
·  Party Safe  
·  Community Activity Program through Education (C.A.P.E.) 
·  Youth Substance Misuse Service 
·  Think the Drink 
·  Midnight Basketball – Hoop Dreaming 

 
Indigenous Persons and people from diverse cultures 

·  Walk With Me – Building Peace and Harmony in West Cairns 
·  Happy Healthy Families – WuChopperen Health Service 
·  Street Based Outreach Service 

 
Men / Perpetrators of violence and domestic violence 

·  White Ribbon Day 
·  Go Forward for Men 

 
University Students 

·  Orientation Week static display featuring a range of resources available to students 
 
Tourists/Backpackers 

·  Drink Safe 
 
People Bereaved by Suicide 

·  Dr. Edward Koch StandBy Suicide Bereavement Response Program 
 
The Road Safety Issue Team collaborates to provide the following programs and services for 
 
People at Risk of being impaired by alcohol and drugs 

·  Skipper Alcohol Intervention Program 
·  Impaired Driving Strategy – Port Douglas Carnivalé 
·  Cairns Amatuers   

      
Motorcycle riders, car and heavy vehicle drivers          

·  Motorcycle Taskforce 
·  Fatigue Management Taskforce 
·  Safer Roads 
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Children 0 – 17 years 

·  Road Awareness and Accident Prevention (R.A.A.P.) Program 
·  Safe School Travel Program (SafeST) 
·  Walking Bus         
·  School Crossing Supervisors 
·  BikeEd 
·  Baby Capsule Hire Service 
·  Crashes involving inexperienced road users & young adults (also targets international 

tourists) 
 
Bicycle riders, people with a disability and Pedestrians: 

·  Cairns Bicycle Users Group 
 
 
The Senior’s Safety Issue Team collaborate to provide the following programs and services 
for 
 
People 65+ years 

·  Elder Abuse Awareness and Prevention Unit 
·  Senior’s Week 
·  Senior’s Fire Education  
·  Telecross  
·  Stay on Your Feet – falls prevention program 
·  Cairn’s Seniors Legal and Support Service     
·  Medical Alarm Service – Lifeline 
·  World Elder Abuse Awareness Day 
·  Recharge – venues throughout Cairns that provide service to recharge batteries of those 

who use electric wheelchairs, scooters, or other powered mobility devices 
·  OWLS – Older Wise and Living Safely 

 
 
The Child and Home Safety Issue Team collaborate to provide the following programs and 
services for 
 
Children 0 – 5 years 

·  Communities for Children 
·  Giggly Wiggly Happy Hearts 
·  Fire Safety Education 

 
Families with young children / child service providers 
  

·  Child Protection Week 
·  Safehome 
·  Carrot on a Stick – Exercise and nutrition program 
·  Child Safety Kit – Delfin Lendlease 

 
Children 0– 17 years 

·  Croak Daddy – Use your brains, don’t play in pipes and drains          
·  Home Pool Safety Checklist 
·  Cirque de School 
·  Safety for Piccaninny – Indigenous children’s safety booklet 

 
 
Workplace Health and Safety initiatives happening in Cairns: 

·  Toolbox Talks – Cairns Regional Council 
·  Incident & Injury Free – Delfin Lendlease 
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·  10,000 Steps 
·  Walk to Work Day 
·  Safe Talk Bulletin 
·  STEAK and ABCD campaign  

 
 
Environmental Safety initiatives happening in Cairns 

·  Tsunami Safety Guide 
·  Response Advice for Chemical Emergencies 
·  Safe Asbestos Disposal 
·  Stinger Resistant Enclosures 
·  Cyclone Preparation and Response 
·  Trade Waste Disposal      
·  Lifesavers at Cairns beaches 
·  Sun Safe 
·  Dengue Fever Prevention Campaign 
·  Community Safety Expo 
·  Ride to Work / Bike Week 
·  Tips for safer swimming in tropical waters 

 
 
Surveillance of Injuries 
 
Hospital Separations and Injury in Cairns 
Between 2002 and 2004, there were approximately 127, 453 hospital separations. The majority 
of these hospitalisations were for females (55%). Only 4% of the total hospital separations for 
females were attributed to injury. However, in males, injury was the third leading reason for 
hospital admission and represented 8% of the total male hospital separations. 
 
An analysis of injury mortality rates by age group for Cairns shows that female rates rise sharply 
from 80-84 years onwards and for males from 75-79 years onwards. 
 
Of the 207 deaths due to injury recorded for residents of Cairns, the majority of these, 71% 
occurred in males. The leading cause of injury death for Cairns’ females was ‘accidental 
exposure to other and unspecified factors including injury not otherwise specified’ (27%) whilst 
for Cairns’ males, ‘suicide and self-inflicted injury’ ranked as number one at 44%. Overall, 
deaths due to injury for Cairns’ residents represented 4.8% of the total Queensland injury 
deaths. 

CitySafe Incidents of Public Drunkeness Cairns CBD
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The data from the graph above show reductions in the number of incidents of public 
drunkenness and violence over the comparative periods. These reductions clearly indicates that 
the strategies developed by Cairns Regional Council and the key stakeholders including 
Queensland Police Service, Cairns City Licensees Safety Association and Cairns CBD Safety 
Summit have been successful. 
 
Cairns Regional Council – Liveability Study 
Data from the local government community survey conducted in 2006 presents data on 
perceptions of personal safety and about community satisfaction with the security patrols 
organised by the Council. 
The majority of those surveyed (63% n =375) felt their personal safety to be good or excellent. A 
further 25% thought it was average or OK and only 13% were dissatisfied and thought that their 
personal safety was poor or very poor. 
 
 
Participation in national and international Safe Communities networks 
 
The Cairns Safe Communities Program has made continual efforts to engage and participate in 
national and international Safe Communities events and network with other relevant 
stakeholders.  Due to the geographical isolation, not only of Cairns from the rest of Australia, 
but from the rest of the World, communication and involvement needs to come via a variety of 
medians.  When possible we have engaged on a one to one level with State and Federal 
Representatives at conferences and visits.  As Cairns is a popular tourist destination, we have 
been fortunate to have some representatives from these networks visit the region.  During these 
visits, they have been happy to give some of their holiday time to meeting with the Cairns Safe 
Communities members to discuss various aspects of the Program. 
 
In July 2008, Cairns Safe Communities presented at the Suicide and Self-Harm Awareness and 
Prevention Conference that was held in Cairns.  This conference attracted a range of National 
and International speakers and delegates.  The presentation “Partners in Prevention – the Safe 
Communities Model” demonstrated how Safe Communities can provide effective intervention 
and collaborative responses to the issue of suicide. 
 
Cairns Safe Communities Program produces a quarterly Newsletter that is distributed to 
networks and organisations throughout the world.   
 
For a copy of the latest Newsletter, information, and links to other relevant Safe Communities 
Organisations check out our Website: www.cairns.qld.gov.au - go to Safe Communities under 
the A-Z index. 
 
Two representatives of the Cairns Safe Communities Program attended the 17th International 
Safe Communities Conference on 20-23 October 2008, in Christchurch, New Zealand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Above (from left to right):  Cr.Diane Forsyth, Cairns Regional Council and Champion for Cairns Safe Communities 
Program; Henk Harberts, Australian Safe Communities Foundation; Cr Val Schier, Mayor, Cairns Regional Council; 
Pam Maher, Co-ordinator, Cairns Safe Communities Program; Dr. Dale Hanson, Australian Safe Communities 
Foundation – during site visit for accreditation of Cairns as an international safe community, August 2008. 


