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Even though Denmark Western Australia is only a small country town on the south western 
tip of WA the following injury prevention and safety activities continue to ensure these issues 
are addressed at a grass-roots level. 
 
 
Road Safety and Awareness 
 
The Denmark Road Wise Committee has a strong relationship with agencies such as the Health. 
Department, Police, Schools, Community and the Shire and is connected to Regional State 
networking Group and is responsible for addressing road safety issues through Council 
committees and budget funding allocations. 
 
Crash Trailer 
 
A major Road Wise initiative in 2009 was the securing of funding for the construction of a crash 
trailer. This project aimed at increasing MVA awareness, with Year 11 Materials, Design and 
Technology students.designing and building a crash trailer on which a smashed vehicle is 
mounted to display at community events and used as a safe driving ï safe drinking message.  
 

http://safecommunity.denmark.org.au
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Funding from RoadWise assisted the purchase of materials for the trailer construction and it is 
has already been used at:  

• The Denmark Christmas Pageant - 10th December 2009, where it was booked in as a 
float with the Chamber of Commerce. Community members took part in the parade 
handing out white ribbons and carrying banners. 

• The Denmark Markets - 12th December 2009, where the Committee manned display 
for the first market day with a view to parking the trailer opposite the Denmark Pub.  

 
 
 

  
ñChoice can Killò ï crash trailer and Year 11 Materials, Design and Technology 

students. 
 

 
Child Car Restraint Fitting Course  
 
The WALGA RoadWise Program is running a Type 1 Child Car Restraint course in Denmark, which 
provides participants with the knowledge and skills to check and fit child restraints in vehicles and to be 
part of a state-wide network of qualified fitters.  
 
As a Type 1 Child Car Restraint Fitter, trainees will be able to correctly fit child car restraints and give 
advice and consumer information regarding different types of child car restraints and their suitability for 
use according to a childôs size and weight.  
 
The Shire of Denmarkôs RoadWise Committee and Denmark Safe Community have supported bringing 
the Child Car Restraint Course to Denmark. The course will provide local businesses and community 
organisations with an opportunity to expand their already valued services as well as improve the safety of 
local children. It is important to use a child car restraint, but many parents may be unsure if their restraint 
is fitted correctly or is the right one for their child. It is a huge boost to the community to have trained, 
local people available to check restraints, particularly with the impending changes to the child car 
restraints legislation. 
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Hands-on training in properly fitting child car restraints 

 
 
 
Falls Prevention 
 
The Injury Control council of WA (ICCWA) coordinates a ñNo Falls Dayò on 1st April each year. 
Falls are a serious issue with one in three people over the age of 65 falling at least once a year. Of 
those people, approximately one third require medical treatment for injuries. In addition, falls 
are a leading cause of hospitalisation in WA for people aged 60 and over. 
 
Falls presentations at the Denmark Hospitalôs Emergency Department are the most common 
cause of injury in the community and the Denmark Health Service promotes falls awareness to 
patients, clients and the community at large with assistance from the ICCWA initiative, which 
produces and distributes brochures and promotional materials such as posters and labelled 
merchandise. 
 
Footpaths 
 
Improved footpaths and curbs in central business district ï Stay on your feetô (SOYF) 
Program in conjunction with Shire Engineering and Works Department addressed falls and 
accessibility issues in the CBD. New nibs and extended curbing designed to slow traffic and 
reduce pedestrian trauma crossing a busy cross roads and uneven footpaths. 
 
 
 
Drug, Alcohol and Family Violence issues  
 
The Denmark Community Collective and the Denmark Local Drug and Alcohol Action Group 
coordinate events and activities dealing with drug and alcohol related issues and youth suicide 
and prevention information is available at the High School and through local youth counsellors 
working in the community 
 
One Safe Community committee member was keen to progress the need for a ósafe houseô in 
Denmark, where victims of family violence or abuse could go after such incidents. 
 
 

 

 



Denmark Safe Community 2009 - 2010 
 

Denmark Safe Community Fair Day 

October is RAC Community Safety month each year in Western Australia and Denmark held a 
Safe Community Fair Day to promote Safety and Injury Prevention to the local community.  
 

 
The Big Red Fire Engine provided a focal point for the Community Safety Fair 

Day and rides for the kids 
 
The day was a success with over 600 people attending (Denmarkôs population is approx 5,000) 
and volunteers from the following community and agency groups contributing as stall owners 
and demonstrators: 
 

• ICCWA - Injury Control Council of WA  
• FESA/Country Fire Services  
• Road Wise  
• St John Ambulance  
• Denmark Police  
• Denmark Health Service  
• KidSafe  
• Denmark Sea Rescue  
• Cancer Council  
• Dragon Martial Arts (Personal Safety)   
• Farm Safety ï Denmark Agricultural College  
• Denmark Community Markets  
• Neighbourhood Watch  
• Denmark High School Band and TAFE musicians  
• Relationships Australia (Albany)  
• True Colours  
• Denmark Machine Restoration Group 
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Fair 
Day participants watch the Emergency crews from Fire, Police and Ambulance brigades enact a 
mock crash (MVA) rescue.  
 
 
 
 
Water Safety 

Water safety is a big issue where children are concerned as they are usually attracted to water 
and Denmark being a rural and coastal setting holds a far greater risk factor for these children in 
our community and there is no public/community swimming pool. Drowning is the biggest 
accidental killer of children under the age of five years. Rural children drown at a rate 3 times 
greater than their metropolitan peers, of these children the 2 ï 4 yr group predominately drown 
in open water hazards. 
 

 
        Water Safety classes for 0-5 year olds 

 
Fun activities lead to the development of basic swimming and water safety skills through play, 
exploration and encouragement. The expectations of the program and the teaching used are 
appropriate for the stages of development and are designed to reflect the physical, social, 
emotional and intellectual competencies of infants and preschool children. 
 
The Kids Swim Program is designed to assist infants, young children and parents in becoming 
familiar with the water and developing confidence in the water through participation in a range 
of safe and enjoyable aquatic activities. The Little Fishes Swim Program is one safe community 


